U.S. History

Mrs. Stafstrom

FINAL – Spring 2015
Essay Question 
To be written in class on exam day
Choose from one of the three following prompts

Prompts  
1.  Many historians and cultural observers have described the late 1970s as the beginning of America’s decline that continues to today.  This decline has sometimes been described as a malaise, or a crisis of confidence.  Describe the events and conditions that arguably support this position and then, using information from the 1980s and 1990s, assess whether America is still in decline today. OR
2. America in the 20th Century has seen several major wars, including WW I and II, Korea, Vietnam and Desert Storm.  In each of these wars Americans have debated whether or not the United States should get involved in a foreign conflict.  Using evidence from at least three (3) of these wars, create what you think is an appropriate standard for when the United States should get involved in foreign conflicts. OR
3.  As demonstrated by the bar graph on the reverse, the United States is becoming a more diverse society with whites losing their majority status and people of color becoming the majority for the first time in modern American history.  In the past, in response to public opinion and lawsuits, Supreme court decisions, Constitutional amendments and laws passed by Congress have extended civil rights to previously marginalized minority groups (for example, blacks, Hispanics, women) as the country has diversified.  Using your knowledge of the history of the civil rights movement (broadly defined to include blacks, Hispanics and women), describe the types of conflicts that you think will exist in the United States in 2050 because of the changes shown in the graph.  Then predict what the civil right movement of 2050 will look like
Outline your answer
Outline your answer outside of class using all information available to you.  
Use your outline to help you write the in-class paper; the outline will be worth 5% of final exam grade (this means it’s required).  Other than your outline, you cannot use any other material while you write. You’ll staple the outline to the back of your essay on exam day
All the normal rules regarding plagiarism and original work apply.  Your outline should be just that: the essay must be written in class.

I will provide you with lined paper
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Bar graph for question 3:
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Final Exam consists of:





In-class essay described above for 25 points (20%), AND





100 multiple choice questions for 100 points (80%)





Exam total is 125 points





Final exam is 20% of semester grade








