
AP Government

Mrs. Stafstrom
Election 2016 – Op Ed
You’ve just returned from participating in the 2016 election forum in DeKalb, Illinois, and now, facing a deadline of course, you must put your thoughts to paper. Your task is to write a persuasive editorial, one that advocates steps to address a problem. Frustrated by the fractures in American public opinion, bewildered by the inability of established political institutions to channel that opinion, and angered by successful anti-establishment candidates with bad hair, you are eager to be more positive and make constructive and practical suggestions to address problems in American political system.
You’ll recall that the forum included representative s who addressed the following topics.

Democratic Party 
Republican Party 
The electorate

Public Opinion 
Mass Media 

Interest groups 
Social Media

Money in the election
Step 1:  Develop a topic regarding the 2016 election for your editorial.   Use the Big Twelve to help you focus on the various aspects or angles of your topic. 
Step 2:  Research your topic.   Look at other op eds and news stories.  Record all sources as you will need to prepare a bibliography. Identify the various points of view on the topic or issue and then formulate what you want to say. Within that topic you’ll need it describe a problem and then look for solutions.
Step 3:  Take a position on your topic and write a persuasive editorial.
What’s in an effective persuasive editorial? 
· Clearly defined problem

· Clear proposal and point of view

· Clear , articulate and well-argued argument as to why the proposal will address the problem

· Effective use of facts

· Persuasive

· Includes counter arguments

· Give each editorial a title

· Pizzazz and wit!  Be an educated snark!

· Does all this in a short paper!!

· See attached Writing an Editorial for additional guidance
Helpful internet sites

http://www.realclearpolitics.com/editorials/      Consolidates editorials from multiple news sites
Look for the “opinion” section in various news sights – see internet sources at class website

The details:

· Minimum 4 (four) sources; at least two (2) print (newspapers, magazines) and two internet (news sites, blogs)
· 450 – 550 words (excluding works cited)
· Typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 font
· Heading , including WORD COUNT 
· Title
· works cited page
DUE:    Monday, 3/29
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