Political Philosophy

I must say the Senator’s victory . . . was a triumph for democracy.  It proves that a millionaire has just as good a chance as anybody else.

Bob Hope commenting on John F. Kennedy’s electoral victory in 1960.

As you read your assigned excerpts below, consider the following questions the authors might be trying to answer: Be prepared to teach others about your quotation.  

· what is the nature of man?

· who should have power (make decisions)?  Why?
· how should government be structured (partially a function of the prior question)?

· what is the purpose of government?

· what are individual rights and where do they come from?

Indentify some current events that reflect the quotation’s main message. 

1. Freedom creates rather more drones [lazy, dimwitted people] in the democratic . . . state.  In a democracy they are almost the entire ruling power. And while the keener [more intelligent] sort speak and act, the rest keep buzzing about the beam and do not suffer [allow] a word to be said on the other side; hence in democracies almost everything is managed by the drones.

Plato, The Republic, ~390 BC

2. Is it more expedient to be ruled by the one best man or by the best laws?  Those who hold [believe] that kingship is expedient argue that law can only lay down general rules; it cannot issue commands to deal with various conjunctures [situations]; . . . But that which from which the element of passion is wholly absent is better than that to which an element clings.  Law contains no element of passion; but such an element must always be present in the human mind.

Aristotle, 384-322 BC

3. Men being by nature free, equal and independent, no one can be put out of his estate [property taken away] and subjected to the political power of another without his consent.  The only way whereby any one divests himself of his natural liberty, and puts on the bonds of civil society [government], is by agreeing with other men to join and unite into a community for their comfortable, safe, and peaceable living amongst another.

John Locke, The Second Treatise on Civil Government, 1690

4. There is no liberty . . . where judicial power is not separated from both legislative and executive power.  If judicial and legislative power are not separated, power over the life and liberty of citizens would be arbitrary [subject to the whims of the powerful], because the judge would also be the legislator

Charles Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 1748
5.
[D]emocracy has many striking resemblances with a tyranny.   Of this I am certain, that in a democracy the majority of citizens is capable of exercising the most cruel oppression upon the minority, whenever strong divisions prevail in that kind of polity [society], as they often must.


Edmund Burke from Reflections on the Revolution in France, 1790

6.
Society in every state is a blessing, but government even in the best state is but a necessary evil; in its worst state an intolerable one; for when we suffer, or are exposed to the same miseries by a government, which we might expect in a country without a government, our calamity [problem] is heightened by reflecting that we furnish the means by which we suffer.

Thomas Paine from Common Sense, February 1776

ASSIGNMENT

Select one of the above quotes that interests or provokes you and write an essay in which you: 1) explain how the quote helps us understand government; and 2) apply the quote to a current event in American government.

Minimum 600 words, typed.  
DUE: Thursday, 1/28/2016
