PROCEDURES FOR ARGUMENTS

MOCK SUPREME COURT ORAL ARGUMENTS
Dress up

24 minutes per case
The Chief Justice is in control of the proceedings.  He/she will make all decisions on how the oral arguments will proceed, will maintain order in the courtroom, and will rule on all objections.
 Procedures
A.
Introduction by the Justices – up to four minutes

B.
Oral Arguments

 1.
Opening Arguments 




Petitioner – up to four minutes


Respondent– up to four minutes


2. Rebuttal Arguments*  Attack!!!


Petitioner – up to four minutes



Respondent - up to four minutes

C.  Justices Deliberate – up to four minutes

Justices leave room to deliberate and then deliver oral opinions from the bench 

Note the following:

· During the Respondent’s Opening they must present their prepared arguments and cannot directly attack the Petitioner’s Opening Arguments.  During the Rebuttal Arguments, each side can only attack the arguments raised by the other side in their opening arguments.
· Justices should ask questions of Petitioners and Respondents during their respective during Opening Arguments.
· Personal attacks are prohibited under court rules.
