AP Comparative Government
Mrs. Stafstrom

UNITED NATIONS SIMULATION



Over the next two weeks we will research and then run a United Nations General Assembly simulation.  Using a format borrowed from the Model UN conferences, two of you will represent the interests of a country as we discuss an issue and then develop and debate proposed resolutions concerning that issue.  The format of the simulation is based loosely off the “real” UN.  The Secretary-General of the UN will preside over the formal sessions of the General Assembly.

Our schedule is as follows:

	1.     Countries develop Position Papers
a. Written position paper due to Mrs. S
b. Provide one copy of your Position Paper to each country


	Tuesday  – Friday
5/21 – 5/24
	Media Center
	informal

	3. Countries present position papers
a. Oral presentation to GA (speech!)
	Tuesday, 5/28

	classroom
	formal

	4.  Countries caucus and draft resolutions
	 Wednesday, 5/29 
	classroom
	informal

	5.  Countries introduce and debate resolutions
	Thursday, 5/30
Last day of school
	classroom
	formal



Media Center Schedule: Tuesday/ Wed/Thursday/Friday
[bookmark: _GoBack]Due Friday, 5/24: Position Paper AND Country Nameplate

Our issue is _______________________________________
My country is _____________________________________
I’m working with __________________________________

Sources: “the regular” (CIA Fact book, BBC Country Profiles, The Economist), 
http://www.un.org/en/globalissues    (follow the links to relevant UN documents.  Warning: it’s a bit tricky)
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WRITING A POSITION PAPER

How to Write a Position Paper
Adopted from: www.unausa.org/modelun
Writing a position paper might appear to be a daunting task, especially for new delegates. But with enough research, you will find that writing a position paper will be easy and useful.
Position papers are usually two to three pages in length. Your position paper should include a brief introduction followed by a comprehensive breakdown of your country's position on the topics that are being discussed by the General Assembly.  A good position paper will not only provide facts but also make proposals for resolutions.
A good position paper will include:
· A brief introduction to your country and its history concerning the topic;
· How the issue affects your country;
· Your country’s policies with respect to the issue and your country’s justification for these policies;
· Quotes from your country’s leaders about the issue;  
· Statistics to back up your country’s position on the issue;
· Actions taken by your government with regard to the issue;
· Conventions and resolutions that your country has signed or ratified;
· UN actions that your country supported or opposed;
· What your country believes should be done to address the issue;
· What your country would like to accomplish in the General Assembly resolution; and
· How the positions of other countries affect your country’s posit
· Position Paper does NOT include a formal draft resolution
Position Paper Tips
Keep it simple: To communicate strongly and effectively, avoid flowery wording and stick to uncomplicated language and sentence structure.
Make it official: Try to use the seal of your country or create an “official” letterhead for your position paper. The more realistic it looks, the more others will want to read it.
Get organized: Give each separate idea or proposal its own paragraph. Make sure each paragraph starts with a topic sentence.
Cite your sources: Use footnotes or endnotes to show where you found your facts and statistics. If you are unfamiliar with bibliographic form, look up the Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines at your school’s library.
Read and reread: Leave time to edit your position paper. Ask yourself if the organization of the paper makes sense and double-check your spelling and grammar.
Speech! Speech! A good position paper makes a great introductory speech. During debate, a good position paper will also help you to stick to your country’s policies.
Let the bullets fly: Try not to let your proposals become lost in a sea of information. For speechmaking, create a bulleted list of your proposals along with your most important facts and statistics so that you will not lose time looking for them during debate.


SAMPLE POSITION PAPER
Topic: Violence against Women
Country: The Kingdom of Denmark
Delegate: William Hayward Wilson, Shea University
 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states, “no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.” Although this doctrine was adopted in 1948, the world has fallen quite short of this goal. Violence against women pervades all states and it is the duty of the international community to ensure that all persons are afforded equality and respect. Despite cooperative efforts at combating gross human rights abuses, such as the adoption of the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, the United Nations has not been able to alleviate the injustice women worldwide experience daily.
 
The Kingdom of Denmark believes that in order to end violence against women, nations must look to empower women in all aspects of society. This includes promoting equal gender roles in government, civil society, education and business. However, Denmark also recognizes the need to combat human rights abuses against women as they occur, and no nation is immune to gender violence.
 
In 2002, the Danish Government launched an extensive action plan to combat domestic violence against women. The plan includes measures to help treat abused women, identify and prosecute the perpetrators, and incorporate professional medical and psychological staff into the rehabilitation process. The action plan currently reaches out to both governmental and nongovernmental groups on the local level throughout the nation.
 
The Danish Centre for Human Rights in Copenhagen, Denmark’s foremost national human rights institution also promotes and protects human rights. Based on the Centre’s research, Denmark’s parliament can promote human rights-based legislation and education/awareness programs throughout the nation. The Centre also addresses the UN Commission on Human Rights annually regarding human rights developments in Denmark and internationally. Denmark has no record of committing major human rights violations, most importantly any targeted at women. In its 2003 Annual Report, Amnesty International also found no human rights violations against Danish women.
 
Women are invaluable to Denmark’s society and have achieved significant economic and social gains in the 20th century. Currently, 75 percent of medical students in Denmark are women.
 
Denmark is confident that this Commission can bring about an end to violence against women without compromising the sovereignty of member states. Education remains perhaps the most useful tool in protecting victims of gender-based violence. Governments, UN agencies, and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) can plan a coordinated campaign that educates national populations on the various ways women are violently targeted. Similarly, harmful traditions, such as honor killings and female genital mutilation, must be stopped by reforming traditional views of women in society. Children of both sexes need to be taught at an early age to value the rights of women in order to prevent such violence in their generation.
 
Another way to stop gender violence would be to reproach member states that consistently violate treaties such as the Convention on Political Rights of Women (1952), the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979), and the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (1993). Although this Committee cannot impose sanctions, it can pass resolutions verbally condemning states that commit human rights violations. The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights can also meet with representatives of governments that violate the above treaties to discuss possible solutions.
 
In order to prevent gender violence, nations must work together to build a culture of support, equality and community. As such, the Kingdom of Denmark looks forward to offering its support, in whatever form possible, to nations firmly committed to ending violence against women in all its forms.

