United Nations Procedural Rules

Spring 2013
Topic: ___________
Section One: Presentation of Position Papers:  Tuesday, 5/28
a.
All delegates must make available copies of their position papers to all fellow delegates, as well 
to the Secretary-General (Mrs. S).

b.
All delegates must dress formally, or representative of their member state.

c.
 No delegate may address the floor without first obtaining the permission of the Secretary-
General.  Maximum three  (3) minutes per member state.
d. 
The Secretary-General shall maintain a speaker’s list for the topic under discussion. See attached 
list of member states.  The Secretary-General will call upon delegates in the order they are 
presented on the schedule.
e.        
 If time remains after a speaker has finished, the Secretary-General will ask the delegate if he 
wishes to answer questions or yield the remainder of his time.  If there are questions, any 
delegate may indicate this by raising his/her hand, and will be called upon by the Secretary-
General.  Once time has elapsed, the Secretary-General will ask the next speaker from the 
speakers’ list to take the floor.
f.        
 Attacks of a personal nature, or against a particular nation, are prohibited.  At the discretion of 
the Secretary-General, a delegate or nation so attacked may be granted an immediate Right of 
Reply.

Section Two: Caucusing: Tuesday, 5/28 and  Wednesday, 5/29
a.
Informal caucusing may take place at any time after the presentation of position papers on Tuesday 5/28 and up half way through class on Wednesday, 5/29. 

b.        
 During a caucusing period the formal rules are suspended.  Delegates are to engage in informal 
discussions of issues and prepare resolutions.  See tips below for how to prepare resolution. 
Resolutions should be typed.
Section Three: Resolutions: Wednesday, 5/29
a.       
  Proposed resolutions shall be presented to the Secretary-General by only one delegate from the 
sponsoring member states no later than midway through class on Wednesday, 5/29.  Resolutions 
shall then be copied and distributed to all member states before the end of class.
b.             To be considered, a proposed resolution requires the sponsorship of at least three (3) member 
states. This sponsorship does not bind a state to vote in favor of the resolution.

c. 
A limit of 4 resolutions will be accepted. Countries may sponsor more than one resolution. All 
delegates must sponsor at least one resolution.

d. 
It is the responsibility of the Secretary-General to see to it that all member states have access to 
the resolution prior to discussion and debate.  

e.           A resolution must be a formal statement of intent, including one or more clauses that describe 
the goals and specifics of actions to be carried out if the resolution passes.

f.
Introduction of Resolutions will be presented in order of their submittal.
Section Four: Debate of Resolutions: Thursday, 5/30
a.
After the introduction of the resolution by a sponsoring member state, debate will begin 
 
b.
To address the floor, each member state must be recognized by the Secretary-General.  Attacks 
of a personal nature are prohibited.
c.
Debate on resolutions will be open for 5 minutes. 
d.
Delegates will have 30 seconds to propose amendments to resolutions.

d.
Debate can be closed by a by a 2/3 majority.

Section Five: Voting on Resolutions: Thursday, 5/30
a. Each member state will have one vote.

b. Passage of resolutions will be done so by a simple majority.
c. Member states can abstain from voting
d. The Secretary-General will have a vote in the case of a tie.

Tips for Caucusing

Caucus: An informal debate that provides an opportunity for delegates to collaborate, negotiate and formulate draft resolutions.

Enter the caucus with a plan in mind: Formulate ideas on what your country would like to see included in a resolution. Decide which clauses you are willing to negotiate on and which you are not.  

Find delegates in your regional bloc: This is the easiest way to seek out allies. However, if you find that the group you are working with is not meeting your needs, do not be afraid to switch groups.

Provide ideas: Tell others what your country is hoping to achieve. If you do not agree with an idea, do not hesitate to say that it is against your country’s policy.  

Negotiate: While it is often necessary to give up something that you want, make sure that you are not giving up anything too important.
Resolution: a formal statement of intent, including one or more clauses that describe the goals and specifics of actions to be carried out if the resolution passes.

Tips for Resolution Writing

Create a detailed resolution.  For example, if your resolution calls for a new program, think about how it will be funded and what body will manage it.

Try to cite facts whenever possible.

Be realistic. Do not create objectives for your resolution that cannot be met. Make sure your body can take the action suggested. 

Try to find multiple sponsors. Your committee will be more likely to approve the resolutions if many delegates contribute ideas.

Preambulatory clauses are historic justifications for action.  Use them to cite past resolutions, precedents and statements about the purpose of action.

Operative clauses are policies that the resolution is designed to create. Use them to explain what the committee will do to address the issue.
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